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Trapped abroad: Professor visa delays the new norm?
Spencer Short — Staff Writer

Ten thousand miles away and nine hours
offset from our timezone, Professor Rebekah
Earnshaw, assistant theology professor at
Dordt, works diligently to get her international
life back in order.
An Australia native, Earnshaw made a routine
trip back to her home this summer to spend time
with her grandmothers, attend her brother’s
wedding reception, and reflect on God’s plan in
the local church. She fully expected to be back
to the United States on time for the 2019 fall
semester to begin, b
ut the state of American foreign policy made
that impossible.
Earnshaw’s
specialty
higher-education
teaching visa was not processed in time for her
to return by the beginning of the semester. The
papers, which were supposed to be finished
by the end of July, are still caught up in the
red-taped covered monster that is the U.S.
immigration process.
“There is lost teaching and learning, there
is lost discipleship and mentoring, there is
lost fellowship and community service,” said
Earnshaw. “I’m reminded that things are very
much outside my control. God is teaching me

patience.”
With such a universal crackdown on
immigration under the Trump administration,
there are extra complications for anyone trying
to enter the country.
Last year, Professor Joshua Zhu was attending
a STEM conference in Hong Kong to recruit
students to Dordt. After networking at the
event, Zhu sat down at his routine visa interview,
expecting things to proceed as normal.
But the government had other plans for Zhu.
The government delayed his visa by over four

Settling in a new place,
far from home
Haemi Kim — Staff Writer

Four days before the Week of Welcome, the
international students arrived on campus for
International Student Orientation, also known
as ISO.
“It was really beneficial that we were able to
come together as an international group because
it’s not the first culture shock straight up with
Americans,” freshman Anna De Oliveira from
Brazil said.
Because most are from overseas, many of the
international students come to a new country
entirely by themselves. ISO is a way for them
to connect with other international students and
explore the new culture together.
“You have people of different cultures but
similar situations, so that was really fun. I think
that, because we were international students,
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weeks, leaving Zhu trapped back home until
the government approved his return. Even
Representative Randy Feenstra, an assistant
professor at Dordt, made contact with a Chinese
ambassador in an attempt to get Zhu back on
time—to no avail.
“It was totally out of my control,” said Zhu. “I
understand the process and why it took so long,
it’s a routine process…but it still took them over
eight weeks.”
The delays facing international professors not
only make things more difficult for the teachers

themselves but also for the communities and
institutions here at Dordt. Earnshaw was
supposed to be teaching a multitude of courses,
from a CORE 399 group to a section of Biblical
Foundations, all of which had to be taken over
by other professors. Zhu also had to pass off his
classes to other professors, possibly throwing
off students’ four year plans in the process, due
to no fault of his own.
The provost, which is the branch of Dordt’s
administration that handles the hiring and
other issues with employees, also takes a
huge blow when professors are delayed.
When international delays occur, the provost
immediately starts working with embassies and
even ambassadors of other countries to try and
get the professors back to Dordt. They’ll even
go as far to hire an immigration lawyer, as they
did in Earnshaw’s case.
No one knows when Earnshaw be able to
make her return and set the campus culture
right again- not Earnshaw, not the provost, and
certainly not the Australian government.
“The earliest would be the end of September,
but I thought I would be back for the end of July,
so take that with a grain of salt,” Earnshaw said.
Faculty and students are hoping and praying
for Earnshaw’s swift return.

Pork’n’Bands III
Yee Lim Shin — Staff Writer

we had the whole family concept down,” De
Oliveira said.
Starting with introductions from new and
current students, culture shock, documents,
finances, and life at Dordt, students were
slammed with lots of information. To lighten
up the orientation, students were given tours
around campus and Sioux Center with activities
like the Sioux Center scavenger Hunt. Students
were also welcomed by Dordt Professors and
had an opportunity to meet them before classes
began.
As for the helpers of ISO, it was also a great
opportunity for them to meet new friends as
well.
“I felt like I got to know a lot of people that
way,” junior Danikka Jackson said. Jackson is
a missionary kid from Mexico and, during her
Continued on page 2

Saturday, September 14: Pork‘n’Bands III, an
annual come-and-go food and music event, wil
be hosted in the BackBack of the Fruited Plain.
Its Facebook events page has pulled in over 100
people interested or going to the event—and
Pork‘n’Bands III is ready for another year of
community, good food, and quality music.
With around 12 bands signed up, it is set to
start at 3pm Saturday evening and end around
midnight.
“It’s kind of like a back to school event to try
to connect with Dordt students. It’s our kickoff
event of the year as a music venue,” said Fruited
Plain owner Laremy De Vries.
“It was the first month of school, so I got
to meet other people I didn’t know there,”
sophomore Antonio Maldonado, who attended
last year’s Pork‘n’Bands II, said.
Pork‘n’Bands gives a great opportunity for the
Sioux Center community to come together and
“rub shoulders and elbows” while listening to
good music and eating good food.
The “pork” in the Pork’n’Bands is a fundraiser

Photo by Retasya Badudu

Contributed Photo

for Covenant CRC, while the “bands” are
community bands from Dordt, Northwestern,
and the Sioux Center area. This year, all but
one group—The Author, from Minneapolis—
are from Sioux Center. Among those are Dordt
students or alumni such as The Ruralists, The
Aircraft, The Neverreacher, The Second, Noah
Deist, and many others.
“The crowd is from [ages] 2-80, so it’s pretty
widespread,” Luke Hawley, associate professor
of English and lead singer of The Ruralists,
said.
Events like this help encourage the
community musically, allowing anyone from
the Sioux Center community to sign up to show
their talents. It also gives opportunities for both
Dordt students and the community to go out and
connect with each other.
“The BackBack is wide open for anybody who
wants to use it for anything,” Hawley said. He
noted that the BackBack would be happy to host
stand up comedies, plays, or similar events for
college students as long as they contact himself
or De Vries about it.
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Opinion: a summer of service Student body encouraged to
contribute to campus worship
Caleb Pollema — Staff Writer

Summer—this word means many different
things to many people.
For students and teachers, summer often
comes as a relief with the end of another school
year and the excitement of a break from the
monotony of the same daily schedule.
However, summers can often be bittersweet
for college students. Some of them leave their
schools returning home to work for summer
jobs and others head across the country for
internships to prepare themselves for future
vocations.
This was the case for Justin Bond, a junior and
mechanical engineering major at Dordt, who
spent his summer working at Turnrose Land
Surveying Company.
With his job, Bond used computer-aided
design to draw up plans for construction
projects in counties throughout the Bay Area.
“I really enjoyed the real-world experience,”
Bond said. “I enjoyed getting to see the final
product of something that I designed.”
While preparing for your future career is
important, sometimes it is also appropriate
to step outside your comfort zone and simply
serve God’s Kingdom with three months away

from the grind of school just as Storm Wagner
did.
Wagner worked as a camp counselor
through the Navigators, an international
interdenominational Christian ministry, at
Eagle Lake Camps in Colorado Springs.
His responsibilities included required
counselor duties such as leading campers
through various activities, bible studies, and
mentoring sessions.
Wagner’s most impactful moment came on a
canoe ride with a 12-year-old camper who had
been through a lot in his young life. It was in
this moment that Wagner shared the Gospel
with him.
“That camper came to Christ at the end of the
week and received his first Bible,” Wagner said.
“It was amazing to watch the Spirit working so
much in this kid’s life in just one week!”
For Wagner, the summer was another reminder
that God continues to work in mighty ways
through his people.
Like Wagner, I had the opportunity to serve
God’s Kingdom through the best game in the
world, baseball.
This summer I traveled to Southern California
to play baseball and mentor kids through
Continued on page 7
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Let’s get political with the PPCI
Lexi Schnaser — Staff Writer

Chances are if you live in Iowa, you’ve been
immersed in the presidential race. Iowa is
famous in presidential politics as it is the first
state to hold the presidential caucuses—which
means Iowan caucuses can make or break a
candidate’s campaign.
With these elections quickly approaching,
many are looking for a more in-depth dive into
presidential politics. How might you do that,
you ask? The answer is easy: the Presidential
Politics Conference of Iowa, or PPCI, hosted
here at Dordt University. This October 24th26th, Dordt University and the Andreas Center
will be working together to host the PPCI.
According to the Andreas Center website,
the PPCI is a national, inter-disciplinary meeting
of scholars focusing on presidential power and
elections. The main theme of the conference is
“executive leadership for the common good.”
The Andreas Center (AC) hosts a conference
every year, with an unofficial tradition
of hosting the PPCI the fall before each
presidential election. This will be the second
PPCI conference, after it premiered in October
of 2015.
Dr. Jeff Taylor, chair of the political science
department at Dordt University, said his vision
in creating the conference came about from
the question, “What if we had an academic
conference at Dordt that would tie in with the
presidential caucuses?” This idea evolved
into the PPCI and brings together historians
and political scientists to discuss an ultimate
question: “How do we do politics well?”
The goal of the PPCI is to allow people
who are interested in presidential politics to
have somewhere to come together to discuss

presidential power and meet with presidential
candidates.
Taylor notes that there is no other conference
quite like the PPCI in the country. What
makes the conference unique is the joint study
between historians and political scientists,
the presentation of scholarly papers by these
professionals, the messages and Q and A
panels with keynote speakers, and the personal
interaction with presidential candidates. All
these distinct features of the conference are
amplified by the small, personal scale of the
events.
The keynote speakers for this October’s
conference are four distinguished members of
the political sphere: John Inazu, Michael Wear,
Emma Green, and Daniel McCarthy. Taylor
and Emily Roe, the Andreas Center Program
Coordinator, choose speakers who will “give
balance and new perspective to presidential
politics.” The hope of this conference is
to bring in speakers from both sides of the
spectrum in order to broaden attendees’
horizons in concern with political issues. More
information about this PPCI’s speakers can be
found on the Andreas Center website: https://
theandreascenter.org/ppci/.
In addition to these keynote speakers,
presidential candidate Joe Sestak, former
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations and former
U.S. Representative (D-PA), will be joining
the conference. Dr. Taylor is working hard in
hopes of getting a few more candidates to join
the conference.
The PPCI aims to entice Dordt students with
the access to political experts from around the
country and across the political spectrum. The
conference provides an opportunity for Dordt
Continued on page 7

Jaclyn Vander Waal — Staff Writer

Sunday night worship is spreading across
Dordt University’s campus.
In the past, students met in the B.J. Haan
Auditorium for Sunday night worship. There,
students gathered to sing worship songs and
listen to a short message. This year, students
are meeting for small group Bible studies in
locations across campus in classrooms, dorms,
and anywhere they desire.
Sam Ashmore, discipleship coordinator for
Dordt, has sensed that this year’s students
may prefer a different style of worship — one
that depends on an active participation of the
student body.
“They don’t just want to be consumers. They
also want to be contributors,” Ashmore said.
Every Sunday evening, 50 groups gather for
fellowship, community, and a safe place to grow
their faith. The large variety of topics ensure
that students can find a group that fits their
needs. Some groups focus on Scripture, while
others read books. Some groups come together
specifically to pray, while others wrestle
through difficult topics through discussion.
Ashmore said the leaders will prepare each
small group meeting with five elements: place,
praise, proclamation, prophecy and prayer.
The place should be a safe atmosphere that
demonstrates community and accountability.
Praise involves activities such as reading Psalms
of praise, singing worship songs or ending the
meeting with the doxology. The small group
proclaims God’s good news through its time
of reading Scripture or book study. Prophecy
means speaking truth by encouraging others in
the group. Finally, small group members will
spend time praying over one another.
Yet, Ashmore said it is important that students
have an opportunity to gather as one on Sunday
nights. Once a month, small group members
will be encouraged to join Centerpoint, a First
Reformed Church in Sioux Center, and Trinity
Reformed Church in Orange City. Together,
they will have a unity service where students
of both Northwestern College and Dordt
University can come together in worship.
The community aspect of small groups does
not end on Sunday nights. The leaders are
committed to spending time with their small
groups outside of their study. Small groups will
enjoy eating meals and participating in campus
events together.

Sophomores Sadie Stahl and Anika Jatho, who
are among 68 small group leaders on campus,
agree that community building is crucial for
successful small groups.
During their first meeting, the 12 women in
their small group sprawled across Jatho’s dorm.
They curled up in corners, on the floor, and on
beds with blankets, coffee, and cookies. They
came in their sweatpants and sweatshirts. A few
even ran up to the third floor of Covenant Hall
in their socks. Many of the women got to know
each other for the first time at the meeting.
However, that did not stop them from sharing
stories, giggling, and getting to know each
other.
This environment hits at the core of what
small group are about — a relaxed community
for students to actively participate in their faith
walk.
Stahl and Jatho stressed that location matters
in situations where people are asked to open up
their hearts and have meaningful conversation.
“The goal of our Bible study is to be
comfortable with other people, so we want to
meet in a comfortable space,” Jatho said.
Stahl said it is important for students to
have people who they can be “real” around in
college, because family is not readily available
to support them on a daily basis. She believes
these people help guide her walk with God.
Jatho said God made His people as social
beings who love and follow Him as a group of
believers. Therefore, relationships teach people
how to love Jesus.
“Bible study is how I became close to Jesus,”
Jatho said.
Stahl and Jatho are guiding their group through
a study of James. They will discuss faith, joy,
and trials throughout the study. They believe
this topic is important because everyone deals
with trials. For this reason, everyone should
learn how to handle life in a godly manner, even
in the midst of difficult situations.
“It is cool to have a Bible study that talks
about that,” Jatho said. “It’s good to learn how
to handle life when life isn’t good.”
Ashmore is excited to see half of Dordt’s
campus involved in small groups this year and
dreams that 100 groups will be sprawled across
campus each Sunday night by next year.
If you feel called to lead, contact Sam
Ashmore at 712-722-6832 or Sam.Ashmore@
dordt.edu.

(cont.) far from home
Continued from page 1
freshman orientation, she wasn’t able to get to
know everyone because she was still adjusting
to the campus culture. But as a helper for ISO, it
was easier to get to know new people.
Most of the ISO helpers were also international
students themselves. They were able to help the
new students through the different experiences
they had to go through themselves.
As for transitioning into WOW, De Oliveira
and Jackson agreed that ISO was very helpful
for them.
However, Jackson also mentioned that she

was a little worried about how much the
international students had to go through another
orientation, one right after the other.
“At the same time, I find it that it could be
extra exhausting for the internationals,” said
Jackson. “All the others are coming, this is their
first thing and they’re fresh, they’re ready for
wow but all the internationals are drained from
ISO and now they have to keep going.”
This year, there are almost 20 new international
students, with over half of them coming from
South Korea.
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Blue Bunny renovates and New economics major at
Dordt University
reopens
Alicia Bonestroo — Staff Writer

Juliana Martinez — Staff Writer

At first glance, nothing has changed much in
the parlor. There’s still a giant sculpture of an
ice cream cone in front of the large building
standing on a Le Mars street. Walking in, it
takes a moment for the changes to register.
This summer, Blue Bunny of Le Mars, IA
renovated it’s almost-local ice cream parlor and
had its Grand Reopening on June 12.
And after a summer away, Dordt students can
now see those renovations for themselves.
The parlor still has the massive staircase and
chandelier to greet customers when they first
walk in, but the left side of the first floor has
transformed into a retro look.
With colorful new booths and a classic
wooden ice cream bar, the seating now looks
straight out of a 1960’s diner.
The gift shop relocated to behind the grand
staircase. The shop offers much of what it
did before — souvenirs such as t-shirts, bags,
magnets, ornaments, and the classic stuffed
blue rabbits. Some of the quirkier gifts include
picture frames that have sayings such as “There
are two times for ice cream. Now, and right
now,” seem to be a hit with customers—or at
least they are worth a chuckle or two.
Of course, there’s still the actual ice cream
bar. High schoolers stand behind the counter,
waiting to take orders and dish out ice cream.
In that aspect, not much has changed, especially
when people leave grinning, already licking
their frozen treat before it melts.
The second floor has changed the most.
On one side, there is an interactive game for
children. Next to miniature picnic tables,
several screens, baubles and buttons sit waiting
to teach children about the process of making

After offering economics only as minor
since 2012, the newly-branded “business
administration, accounting, and economics”
department at Dordt will now be offering a
major in economics.
Dr. Jan van Vliet, Dordt University’s only
economics-exclusive professor, underscored
the significance and popularity of an economics
degree in higher education options. According
to van Vliet, the discipline of economics
opens us to the larger questions of human
behavior, with philosophies and methodologies
for understanding and making sense of our
complex environment. The new economics
major at Dordt University will require students
to exercise their deep and critical thinking skills
to analyze the ever-changing world economies.
The Dordt economics major is constructed on
the pillars of stewardship and socio-economic
justice. Students will seek to provide serviceable
insight to our fallen world as we demonstrate
love for God and neighbor. How do we do
this in a world in which resources are scarce
and human wants are endless? Posing these
questions and sharing insights with students
have lent a significant degree of excitement to
the building exercise.
Creating the economics major has been no
short process for van Vliet, who has kept “a
draft of an econ major in [his] back pocket for
about six years.” After deciding to formally
propose the program, van Vliet’s proposal went
through considerable refinement last fall and
then went through various stages of approval,
beginning with the Department of Business
Administration itself, all the way to the final
approval by Dordt University’s Board of
Trustees.
According to van Vliet, there are just under

Photo by Alicia Bonestroo
and delivering ice cream. They can even play
a game that allows them to compete against a
machine that is stocking ice cream in freezers.
Of course, it’s all digital.
“I liked the remodel and how they had more
displays to interact with,” said junior Zachary
Sanford, one of a group of Dordt students who
ventured to Le Mars to check out the updates.
Close to the rails stands a two-dimensional ice
cream cone with a screen. The screen displays a
photo of the user as a scoop of ice cream, which
is sent via text.
Another addition is a small movie theater in
the back of the second floor. Here, customers
can view a short-animated film about the entire
history of Blue Bunny.
There’s a wall outside the theater that reiterates
some of the facts from the film, along with a
personality quiz to see which ice cream you are.
If you want a relaxing place to eat your ice
cream without the hubbub of children, games,
and other customers, there is also an outdoor
seating area on the roof.
“Despite the fancy new gadgets, my favorite
part was the timeless ice cream and enjoying
time with friends,” said Sophomore Christianna
Marcy. “The technology allows customers to
learn about the company, but it’s the people you
are with who make the trip worth it.”

twenty students who have declared a minor in
economics and four students who will graduate
with an economics major.
As of this year, there will be no new professors
in the department. The business administration
and economics department already works with
the math and statistics faculty to deliver some
required courses for those studying business
administration and economics. Van Vliet
hopes that the department will gain an adjunct
economics professor to teach a couple of
courses as well. Expected growth in the major in
the future will require the hiring of an additional
dedicated professor of economics. Plans for the
future include building two emphases within
the economics program: a quantitative stream
and a political/philosophical stream.
The first student to graduate from Dordt
University with a major in economics will be
Olivia Couch, who also has minors in actuarial
science and the Kuyper Honors Program (KHP).
Olivia will be graduating this May.
“I think in the coming years, we’ll have
some big political discussions about what we
want healthcare to look like, what we want
immigration look like,” said Couch. “I think
those are important conversations to have…
but it’s also important to have economic
conversations about what is beneficial and
what’s right.”
Economics is not just about studying graphs
and charts, it is about applying mathematical
truth to the human condition. For that reason,
all students studying business administration
at Dordt are required to take both macro and
microeconomics.
Couch noted that economics is important
because “it is a policy wide approach to serving
others,” and that studying economics is “a good
foundation for any discipline.”

From the president: rememNew
building
advances
bering David Haney
Dordt’s nursing program
Erik Hoekstra — Guest Writer

David Haney was a Dordt alumnus. David
Haney was a Dordt dad. David Haney was a
grandpa. David Haney was a golfer. David
Haney was an American Airlines Admirals’
Club Member. David Haney was an organ
donor. David Haney was 56 years old. David
Haney was the Director of Finance for the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC). David
Haney was the a Dordt University board chair.
More than all of these things, David Haney
was a follower of Jesus Christ.
On Sunday morning, August 11, I received
a text message shortly after church that David
Haney had experienced a medical issue and was
in the hospital. He had been found unconscious
in an exercise room at a hotel in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin earlier that morning. His home
was in New Jersey and he’d been traveling to
Milwaukee as a part of his work as the Director
of Finance for the OPC. As a part of this trip,
he was headed from Milwaukee to Dordt later
in the week to chair a meeting the upcoming
Friday morning, before flying on to California
where his kids and grandkids lived.
He never made it to Dordt nor to California.
It turns out that he’d had either a heart attack
or stroke on the treadmill that morning—and
never fully regained consciousness. The family
made a difficult decision to end life support
on Friday morning and David’s body stopped
human activity a few hours later.
I had the opportunity this past week to attend
and participate in a memorial service in New
Jersey for David—and the church was packed.
The family reflected on his life—a leader of the
OPC told of the transformational leadership
that David had provided for the finances of
that denomination, including starting a disaster
relief fund and a minister’s pension fund. I told
about my personal friendship and the wonderful
leadership that David provided to Dordt’s board
over the 7 years he served here. The pastor

preached from Hebrews 6, focusing specifically
on verse 19 where we read, “We have this hope
as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”
In Dordt’s strategic plan, our number 1 priority
is “Developing Effective Kingdom Citizens”—
that is we want to help Dordt students build a
set of skills to be used in some area of God’s
Kingdom, a heart of love for God and neighbor,
and an attitude of service and usefulness. If we
measure our strategic plan against the life of
David Haney—then in that case at least, we’re
having some success.
If there’s anything I’d encourage the Dordt
community to do following the untimely death
of David Haney it would be these:
• Give thanks to God for his life and the
impact he had on so many people and Kingdom
ministries. The clear motivation for his life’s
work was his gratefulness to Christ for his
salvation, which David expressed by serving
others.
• Pray for his family—particularly his wife
Becky, his son, Scott (Dordt ’19), and his two
married daughters and their families too. Pray
that they’ll be comforted by the Holy Spirit and
supported by God’s people as they figure out
how to go forward without David.
• Pray for Dordt’s new board chair, Mrs.
Deb Broek—she has been serving as our
finance committee chair and vice chair of the
board, so it should go well—but it’s going to
be an adjustment for her in this new leadership
role.
• Build your own life around a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord. Having lived through this tragic month
with the Haney family, I can assure you that it’s
only the hope that David had in Christ—and
the hope that his family also puts in Jesus, that
enabled them to get through these days without
crashing.
As the pastor reminded us all from Scripture—
our hope in Jesus is truly “An anchor for our
soul.”

Sydney Brummel — Staff Writer

Dordt University welcomed students this
semester with not only a changed name but also
a recent addition to the campus. As students
and faculty members walk to their classes
every day, the sight of the long-awaited nursing
building—curved, grey, and gleaming—greets
them.
After the nursing curriculum transitioned
from collaborating with St. Luke’s College
(Sioux City, IA) to a Dordt based program a
year ago, the proposal for the construction of
this addition became a reality.
“This building was part of the curricular
revision,” said Deb Bomgaars, nursing
professor and chair of the department.
Along with her colleagues, Bomgaars
significantly contributed to the planning of the
new space. Apart from offices for each nursing
professor, the department hoped for facilities
that “can provide our students with a lot of good
experiences, so that they can leave Dordt fairly
confident of their skills.”
A quick tour of the nursing building reveals
the fulfillment of those desires. With a pristine
simulation suite, a high-ceilinged, eight-bed lab
complete with simulation mannequins, and both
clean and dirty utility rooms, nursing students
are sure to have countless opportunities to put
their studies into practice. The whole nursing
department is optimistic for the future of their
program.
“I think that it’s going to make learning easier
for us,” said Carlie Hoekstra, a sophomore
nursing major. “We are going to be able to see
what the instructor is trying to show us, making
it more hands-on.”
Inside the nursing facilities is a diverse
collection of simulation material. If a student
wants to practice inserting an IV, realistic
arm models are available. Or, if they need to

rehearse taking a patient’s blood pressure,
sphygmomanometers line the lab’s walls.
Students may even practice retrieving
medication for their patients, with an imitation
of a Pyxis Medication Management unit inside
the clean utility room.
The increased opportunity to practice
necessary nursing skills is one of Hoekstra’s
favorite features of the addition. “Being able
to practice on the simulation bodies…is what
we need,” said Hoekstra. “You can correct your
mistakes over and over again without harming
anybody.”
While nursing majors are certainly first in
line to use the resources within the building,
students of other fields can benefit as well.
With the proper simulations, students studying
Psychology, Special Education, or any healthcare profession can profit from the nursing
department’s materials.
The former nursing building, which was the
old President’s house at the northwest corner of
campus, will not be missed. Both Dr. Bomgaars
and Hoekstra stated that the new building’s
abundant space is well-worth the wait.
“God has led this process, and has been very
good to us,” said Bomgaars. “The whole Dordt
administration and Board of Trustees has been
very supportive of this whole thing.”
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100th NFL season brings excitement and hope
Connor Van Hulzen — Staff Writer

Beginning on Thursday, September 5 and
continuing through the following Sunday
and Monday, Week 1 of the NFL season reintroduced football fans to the thrill that is
professional football.
The long-awaited arrival of the NFL season
means that bragging rights are up for grabs
across campus and friendships will be yet again
tested by team loyalty.
Sophomore Vikings fan Joey Veurink is
excited for the start of the season.
“Football is back baby,” said Veurink. “I
know that baseball is ‘America’s Pastime,’ but
football has definitely become America’s sport

of choice.”
His sentiment was echoed by football fans
across America, as the first game of the season,
between the Chicago Bears and the Green Bay
Packers drew approximately 17 million TV
viewers. For a league that has been extremely
conscious of its TV ratings in the past few
years, the NFL should find it is encouraging that
a low-scoring game on a Thursday night was
able to officially introduce the beginning of the
season with such a high volume of viewers.
As for the rest of the season, Veurink,
sophomore Packers fan Dylan Ash, and
sophomore Rams fan Josh Tatton have high
hopes for their respective teams.
After their overwhelming victory against the

Atlanta Falcons in Week 1, Veurink is beginning
to believe in his Vikings.
“I was a bit skeptical before the season, as I
always am about the Vikings, but after the big
win this weekend, I have a little more hope for a
playoff run this year,” Veurink said.
Despite a very close contest against the
Panthers that nearly ended in a loss for the
Rams, Tatton still maintains high hopes.
“I have probably never been more excited
for an NFL season,” said Tatton. “I think Sean
McVay will improve this year and I think Aaron
Donald will continue to dominate on defense
and prove that he’s the best player in the NFL.”
A win-over the Bears is also causing Ash
to be optimistic about the Packers’ odds this

season.
“In the offseason, the team went out and
acquired a few defensive players that I think
will have huge impacts on the season,” said
Ash. “I think the Bears game was evidence
that the defense has improved a lot. Of course,
with Aaron Rodgers on the team, I’m always
confident about the offense and I can’t wait
to see what Matt LeFleur does with him this
season.”
Of course, only one week into the season,
every team has a reason to be optimistic. By
the end of the season, however, only one team’s
fans will have reason to celebrate and the other
31 teams’ fans will have to wait yet another year
for a crack at winning the Super Bowl.

New coach, new era: Ryan Gresse takes over
Logan Aukes — Staff Writer
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Clouds cover the sun. Wind rattles what’s left
of the leaves. Breath rises from the faces of the
Dordt men’s soccer team during a game in late
October 2018.
The team finds itself matched up against
cross-county rival Northwestern College—a
team it hasn’t beaten since 2014. The game is
over before it even begins.
Jogging to the stands, the players offer a thank
you clap to what’s left of the fans. There isn’t
much to clap for.
The scoreboard stands tall over the southwest
corner of the field flashing “Northwestern – 6,
Dordt – 0.” It serves as a reminder of the team’s

dying playoff hopes and marks a season that
saw the program finish six wins, ten losses, and
one tie—far removed from teams of old that
won 14, 15, and even 17 games.
They quietly walk into the postgame huddle.
“That was an embarrassment,” says captain
Patrick Munsey to his teammates.
Looking back at Munsey are a few head nods
and a handful of glazed-over eyes. There is
nothing to say. No one to look to.
Assistant Coach Ryan Gresse stands outside
the huddle. Watching. Waiting.
It’s 6am on a Monday, almost a year later.
The men’s soccer team has already begun
their day while the rest of campus sleeps.
The weight room lights shine bright over the
sound of slamming weights and teammates
talking. It smells of fresh rubber and sweat.
Now head coach Ryan Gresse walks in with a
cup of coffee and a smile following his team’s
5-0 rout of Viterbo College in the opening game
of their 2019 season.
He is a fresh two weeks into his first regular
season as the program’s third head coach in
three years and the man responsible for turning
it around.
At 27 years old, some may question whether
he is the right man for the job, but he already has
plenty of coaching experience on his résumé.

He spent 2016 and 2017 as head coach of
Indian Lake High School men’s soccer program
in Ohio.
During those seasons, he remembers
commuting over an hour to his primary job
at a Honda dealership. He was always up at 5
a.m. and rarely in bed before midnight. He only
saw his wife on the weekends, and his friends
questioned his decision to pursue coaching.
But it’s starting to pay off.
“If I’ve learned one thing through it all, it’s
that discipline and relationships are the most
important things,” says Gresse. These are the
kind of lessons he is hoping to bring to a Dordt
program many believe has underachieved
thanks to uncontrolled egos—a concern
Gresse addressed last offseason by instituting a
leadership council.
The council is comprised of a small group of
players that represent the team’s core values.
They are responsible for keeping the team
focused during practice and organizing events
for players to bond off the field.
Gresse envisions building not just a team
but a brotherhood. A brotherhood that leaves
its pride at the door and is ready to go to war
against whichever team steps on the other side
of the field. With this kind of fighter’s mentality,
returning captain Patrick Munsey believes

anything is possible—and it certainly looked
that way against Viterbo.
The Defenders dominated from the opening
whistle with a goal in the 3rd minute from
Munsey.
Not to be outdone, Gideon DeGraaf connected
on a diving header in the 14th minute to put the
Defenders up 2-0. The V-Hawks could only
muster 2 red cards in response to three more
Defender goals.
Despite early success, Gresse is taking things
slowly. “Rome wasn’t built in a day. It’s going
to take some patience,” he says.
However, thanks to Gresse, Munsey senses a
newfound optimism surging through the team.
“One of our last coaches was great at developing
relationships. The other had an extensive soccer
knowledge. Gresse is both,” says Munsey.
But Gresse does more than just command
respect; he earns it. He spends hours watching
game film, attends every team activity, and
frequently pulls players aside to see how they
are doing. The additional effort comes naturally,
though, because he knows the foundation of the
program’s future rests on the development of
those already in it.
Will Gresse and his team’s offseason efforts
and early victory result in a successful season?
Only time will tell.September 14.

Dordt football finds victory From Hawkeye to Defender
over Waldorf
Mike Martinez — Staff Writer

Luke Drooger — Staff Writer

Coming off a loss to Keiser University in
which Dordt lost two of their top offensive
weapons, there weren’t many who believed
the September 7th Waldorf game would be a
cakewalk.
With both starting quarter back Noah Clayberg
and top wide receiver Levi Jungling out for the
game, what would Dordt do?
“We have two more quarterbacks who are
capable of winning games,” senior running
back Levi Schoonhoven said before the game.
Schoonhoven
was
correct.
Backup
quarterback, Tyler Reynolds began the game
with an interception but Reynolds supported his
running back’s endorsement for the rest of the
outing.
Reynolds finished the game with 86 yards on
the ground, 52 yards through the air, and 3 total
touchdowns which were more than enough for
Dordt on this Saturday under the lights.
The big story coming into the game for Waldorf
was their former division 1 running back, Jeff
Jones. After his senior season at Washburn High
School in Minneapolis, Jones earned the 2013
Mr. Football award in Minnesota—an award
given to the best high school player in the state.
After spending time playing football at the
University of Minnesota and other schools, he
ended up at Waldorf University in 2019.
Dordt did an excellent job of handling
Jones as he finished the game with 85 rushing
yards, 31 of which came on one carry. Jones
found himself on the wrong side of one of the
biggest plays of the game. With less than ten
minutes remaining in the 4th quarter, Waldorf

drove down the field, hoping to make it a one
possession game. The score was 21-7 in Dordt’s
favor when Jones leaped for the end zone
and was hit by two Dordt defensemen. When
the ball came loose, Dordt’s Quinton Murphy
recovered it at the 1 yard line.
Although Waldorf was able to tackle Reynolds
in the end zone for a safety on the next play to
make the score 21-9, those were the final points
they could muster on a cool and wet evening
against a stingy Dordt defense.
After the clock hit zeros, ending with a score
of 30-9, a Dordt player brought up an altercation
he had with the opponent who said, “I thought
this was a Christian university, why are you
hitting me so hard?”
Coach Joel Penner responded to this
conversation by talking about his players
having the ability to show domination through
being the son of a King. Dordt hopes to bring
that same domination to Sioux City when they
begin conference play against Morningside on
September 14.
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Noah Clayberg, born and raised in Pella, Iowa,
is the highest-profile transfer Dordt University
has ever had. Throughout his high school years
at Pella High, Clayberg was a multi-sport
athlete, succeeding in football, basketball,
soccer, and track. Though Clayberg has always
known for being a dominate athlete, people
appreciate him even more for his humility.
Growing up, Noah always looked up to his
older brother, Nathan. Whatever Nathan did,
Noah wanted to have some part in it, which
allowed their bond to continuously grow.
Nathan adopted Noah into his friend group
and taught him the importance of investing
time in a worthy cause. They kept one another
accountable on and off the football field.
“It was special to get to play with a sibling
for a couple high school football seasons,” said
Nathan. “A team is a family, but it’s different
when you’re blood related.”
As Nathan went on to play football at Drake
University, Noah still had two years left in
his high school career. Though he would miss
playing with his brother, he took complete
advantage of the time he had left.
As a high school senior, Clayberg completed
105 of 149 passes while throwing for 1695
yards. He also maintained a 208.5 QB rating
with a 21 to 3 touchdown/interception ratio.
On top of his impressive throwing numbers, he
obliterated teams even more on the ground. For
the year, he had a total of 186 rushing attempts
for 1846 rushing yards and 30 touchdowns. A
true dual-threat quarterback.
After winning 2 state football titles and
receiving a Shrine Bowl invite, Clayberg earned
two of the most prestigious awards for a high

school athlete: Iowa Gatorade Player of the
Year, and All-Iowa Football Player of the Year.
“It was an honor to receive those awards,” said
Clayberg. “It’s satisfying to see how hard work
can come into fruition. Our team was fortunate
to have a great coaching staff that pushed us for
success on and off the field.”
Because of Clayberg’s outstanding high
school football career, he received a plethora of
college offers, including the University of Iowa,
University of South Dakota, South Dakota State
University, and Western Illinois University.
After a great deal of consideration, Clayberg
decided to attend the University of Iowa.
“It was close to home, a childhood dream,
and a chance to compete in one of the best
conferences in college football,” said Clayberg.
“I liked how the program emphasized being
tough, physical, and doing the little things over
time to yield big results.”
Clayberg played in 11 games during his
true freshman season. He was positioned as
a defensive back but played every game on
the special teams unit. Over the course of the
season, he recorded 5 total tackles.
Though Clayberg played well on special
teams, something just didn’t feel right. He
enjoyed playing for Iowa and the opportunity
that the program provided for him, but he
wanted to make a switch to offense, much like
he did in his high school tenure.
“It didn’t feel like it was the right fit for some
time,” said Clayberg. “I will always be grateful
for the University of Iowa, but I was ready to
play offense at a smaller school.”
With that, Noah Clayberg decided to attend
Dordt University.
“I knew a few players at Dordt that were good
Continued on page 8

· Arts & Entertainment·
IT: Chapter 2 review
Zachary Dirksen — Staff Writer

Twenty-seven years have passed since the
events depicted in the 2017 film IT, and the
Losers Club has moved on. Most of them can’t
remember much of the adventure they had on
the cusp of their teen years in their hometown of
Derry, Maine. Bill, Richie, Stanley, Eddie, Ben
and Beverly have all grown up and moved on to
successful, albeit unhappy, lives.
Mike, the orphan outsider who fell in with
the Club that fateful summer, remains in Derry,
and still remembers that summer of 1989. The
summer where this ragtag group of kids banded
together to defeat the creature they would call
IT: a shape-shifting, child-feasting demon who
often took the form of a dancing, cock-eyed
clown named Pennywise. Now, Pennywise
is back, and he’s ready for the Losers’ return.
They’re the meal he never got to finish. He’s
waited for them, and, as he says, he’s missed
them.
Stephen King’s novel IT is a long book. At
over 1100 pages, it’s an intimidating beast to
adapt into a film. With this in mind, Warner
Brothers decided that the adaptation could be
best made and sold as a two-parter. This wasn’t
a purely economic choice but also a necessity.
King’s novel splits its narrative between two
time periods: The pre-teen Losers fighting
Pennywise and their early-middle-aged
counterparts returning to finish the job 27
years later. 2017’s IT took on the first period,
creating a fun, Stranger Things-esque tale about
coming-of-age and overcoming one’s fear of
the unknown, with a killer demon clown thrown
in for good measure.
Rather than a fear of the unknown, IT:
Chapter 2 tackles the fear of the known. Each
member of the club knows what they’re up
against, but they’re still hesitant to fight. Doing
so will undoubtedly bring back memories and
trauma they’d rather not face again. The past is
the past. But the past isn’t done with them. In
this thematic area, IT: Chapter 2 really shines.
We see how the past literally haunts the Losers,
both in the form of frequent flashbacks to the
summer of ‘89, and in the form of Pennywise’s
devious tauntings.
But these flashbacks have a cost. Much like
the original book, IT: Chapter 2 is long, and,
unfortunately, sometimes feels longer than its
2 ½ hour runtime. When the Losers split up
to explore Derry in the second act, the film
becomes disjointed and unfocused, devolving
into a predictable series of easy scares and
obvious character notes. It only comes back
together in the final half-hour or so, in which
the Club regroups to take on the monster once
and for all.
Casting the adult Losers is the lynchpin of
this film. The child actors who made up the
Losers Club in the first movie had an undeniable

chemistry, bouncing playful jabs off each other
at a lightning-fast pace. This movie needed
actors who could bring the same energy, but
in a more adult context. Big, bankable names
were needed to play the more serious members
of the Club, so Warner Bros. brought in James
McAvoy and Jessica Chastain to fill the roles of
Bill and Beverly, respectively.
Casting the rest of the Losers was a gamble,
but in the end, it pays out beautifully. James
Ransone, as an adult Eddie, is a carbon-copy of
his younger self, down to the awkward tics and
rapid-fire speech. Jay Ryan as Ben and Isaiah
Mustafa as Mike bring the same heart that their
“younger selves” did to the original movie, but
with a more mature air that balances out the
humor and trauma the rest of the club exude.
Finally, Richie, originally played by Stranger
Things star Finn Wolfhard, is expertly brought
to life by former SNL cast member Bill Hader.
Hader, a comic genius (who only recently has
been able to flex a surprisingly strong dramatic
muscle), is a revelation as the adult Richie,
hiding deep insecurities behind a mask of
insults and quips that not only serve as comic
relief in an often serious and dark film, but also
as substantial character development. Hader is
the heart and soul of the adult Losers, and the
movie emphasizes it by giving him the time to
shine.
IT: Chapter 2 is a serviceable and adequate
follow-up to 2017’s IT. It displays a decently
engaging and scary continuation of the story,
with amazing performances from Bill Hader
and the rest of the adult Losers. However, its
unfocused plot and dragging runtime keep it
from ever floating to the heights it could’ve
reached.
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Art galleries are about connections: featuring incoming
Professor David Platter
Allison Wordes — Staff Writer

The campus center’s most recent art gallery
represents a history that spans three decades.
It is a celebration of Dordt’s traditions and a
gesture towards new visions yet to be realized.
Dordt’s art gallery reception held Thursday,
September 12, was the debut work of recently
welcomed art department professor David
Platter.
According to Platter, this is one of the first
introspective art galleries Dordt has had in
a long time and is mainly comprised of past
students’ work. It’s titled: “Paired: A celebration
of student works found in the permanent art
collections at Dordt University” this show
contains pairings of works unearthed from
Dordt’s vast storage. Some of the works were
naturally paired—one particular work displayed
two pieces in one frame. Platter worked closely
with Versluis when installing the gallery,
tapping into already available resources.
“It was a good opportunity for us to join heads
in transition from college to university,” said
Platter. It’s a way of looking back, he said, and
showcasing works valued by the university.
Many of the works were purchased from senior
exhibits.
One of the first works you see walking into
the gallery space is a large canvas with a human
figure, painted by previous Dordt student
Laurel Koerner. The painting is entitled, “A
Helper Suitable” (2006) and gives the feeling
of insecurity or doubt to the viewer. Koerner
has now returned to Dordt, this time as a theatre
instructor.
“The focus is not on the relationship to the
artists, but to the art itself,” Platter said. While
putting this show together, Platter noticed the
ebbs and flows of culture happening at the time,
as well as instructor influence. Putting these
pieces in a new context changes the meaning.
The lighting in the gallery takes this particular
work from the stairwell—a rather cave-like
environment—to the communal space of the
open-air campus center gallery.
This is paired with a smaller woodcut print
of a man with his face in his hands by Sam
Gutierrez, titled, “I Choose” (2000). A viewer
taking in this pairing might think about the
weight of decisions humans make and the
doubts we encounter, especially in a new
environment.
“Today, all I see is the residue—the history
of each purchase,” Platter said. With this
project, he brought fresh eyes to the collection,
spending time looking for connections between
pieces and then pairing them together. While
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some were from Dordt’s curated art storage,
others were just pieces that the art department
kept around. This process of pairing artworks
connected Platter to his fresh start at Dordt.
“I sort of feel like a freshman this year,” Platter
said. In a short period of time his family has
welcomed a new baby, started a child in school,
and started living in a new community—all
while jumping headfirst into a new job. While
curating this gallery exhibit, Platter has thought
about how leaving his old community relates
to his new beginnings. Like the pairings, he
is learning where he fits in relation to others
around him.
“We want to know how we fit in,” Platter
said; he knows that many incoming freshmen
and transfers can relate to that feeling. In
creating this art gallery compilation, Platter
hopes that students will think about the space
in between ourselves and others, and what it is
that connects us. Rather than judging the work
for its skill when it stands by itself, having two
pieces next to each other invites us to focus on
what makes them similar or different. We look
for what they have in common.
“There’s a lot to gain from the legacy,” Platter
said. Taking over for Versluis, Platter does not
want the transition to be a comparison, but a
“partnership with the past.”
Platter is eager to work with the new gallery
Continued on page 8

LOVER, Taylor Swift: album review
Caleb Schreurs — Staff Writer

There are some mainstays in this increasingly
hectic world we live in: the sun will come
up, it will go down, and Taylor Swift will be
lovesick. Or, at least, this was the case up until
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late 2017 when Swift released Reputation.
Her sixth album was a raucous reflection of
the shift in her public image from the eternal
teenager towards a woman with a chip the size
of New Jersey on her shoulder. In 2017, Swift
engaged in less-than-civil discourse with artists
including Nicki Minaj and Kanye West. But two
years later, in 2019, Swift seems to be shouting
“HEY REMEMBER ME, REMEMBER 1989?
REMEMBER ‘BLANK SPACE’? WELL
HERE YA GO!”
Lover feels like a return to form. Like
coming back to a person who you have been out
of contact with for months or years and suddenly
remembering all their little mannerisms and
sayings as they resurface. Still, the album is
not 1989, or RED, or anything else Swift has
put out in her lengthy career. It is Lover, and it
is Swift in 2019. She’s living in the age where
being apolitical is no longer an option, where
you cannot avoid a career as iconic as hers, and
where the fans are hungry for music that makes
them feel at home.

Lover as a whole is a lengthy piece clocking
in at over an hour. I have a personal preference
to an album that is tight, both in content and
storyline. Swift’s seventh album is no concept
album with one storyline, but it does not
need to be. This is an album produced for the
masses, not one that is meant to be the darling
of a wannabe music critic. Still, the content
within seems loose and scattered, as if these
are songs plucked from different sections of the
songwriter’s journal, and haphazardly tossed
into an album. It’s almost as if inconsistencies
within her own mind are coming to the forefront
in the content of the songs. Songs in banger
territory like “Paper Rings” are undercut by
lovesick, molasses-sweet ballads like “London
Boy.” And the feminist anthem “The Man,”
while a great standalone song, feels out of place
in Swift’s most recent work.
All in all, Lover, accomplished exactly what
Swift intended for it to: re-affirming her place
in the music industry as the eternal teenager,
lovesick heartbreaker, and pop-goddess. But for

listeners such as myself who are not die-hard
Swifties, the songwriter best summarizes our
feelings towards this album in her first song
on the track list, “I Forgot That You Existed.”
It isn’t love, it isn’t hate, it’s just indifference.
Good to have you back, Taylor.
SONG BREAKDOWN:
WILL LISTEN TO AGAIN:
Paper Rings
DELIGHFULLY MEH:
Lover, The Man, The Archer, You Need To
Calm Down, Miss Americana & The Heartbreak
Prince.
BURN IT DOWN:
ME! (Feat. Brendon Urie.)
DARK HORSE:
Soon You’ll Get Better
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· Feature·

A new Hoekstra on campus: Five months of Jimmy
alumnus turned professor
John’s
Connor Van Hulzen — Staff Writer

Three years after graduating from Dordt
College, Tayler Hoekstra is returning to teach in
the physics department. Two of Dordt’s physics
professors left last year, leaving a space to be
filled and a local Dordt grad willing to fill it.
Hoekstra now works alongside many of the
professors that instructed his classes while he
was a biomedical engineering student.
“Coming back to something that’s familiar
has made the transition easy in many ways,”
said Hoekstra. “It feels fresh too, it’s fun to be
in something that is comfortable, yet something
different.”
During the past three years, Hoekstra has
completed his master’s degree through the
University of South Dakota and is hoping to
complete his doctorate through their program.
After graduating, Hoekstra still visited
frequently to attend campus events and visit
family. During one of these visits, Professor
Ethan Brue approached him about teaching at
Dordt.
“At first I thought he was joking, I didn’t
think I was qualified at the time,” Hoekstra
said. But after much prayer, seeing the needs of
the engineering department, and knowing what
the community was truly like, Hoekstra applied
for—and later accepted—the position.
His doctorate project will focus on motion
capture analysis and its use as a diagnostic tool
to relate motion to someone’s physical health.

Dordt has its own motion-capture lab from
past summer research by Dr. Kayt Frisch, so
Hoekstra hopes that this will be something he
can continue in the future to enable students
to have research in this area before graduate
school.
Because Hoekstra is just starting his doctorate,
he doesn’t have a full course load to teach.
He is teaching the Physics 215 course, which
focuses on introductory algebra-based physics
topics, and an introductory engineering lab
to teach software use and basic programming
techniques.
Hoekstra’s biggest concern is time
management. He’s focusing on trying to find the
balance between his doctorate studies, family,
and teaching.
“Things need to be graded,” he said, “but life
needs to happen too.”
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Fields of Fun provides Dordt
students and surrounding
community with fall memories
Gretchen Lee — Staff Writer

When Pumpkinland closed after 29 years in
business, Dordt Professor Mark Volkers, his
family, and the Altena family took action to
open a new fall tradition: Fields of Fun.
Fields of Fun, located just East of the
hospital, opened for its first fall season on
Tuesday, September 5 to families in the Sioux
Center area and beyond. It offers a variety of
fall activities, such as a petting zoo with alpacas
and sheep, pumpkin picking, hay rides, apple
cider, works for sale from local artists, bonfire
pits for rent, and, of course, the classic corn
maze.
So how did Professor Volkers become
involved in running Fields of Fun?
“After Pumpkinland closed, we wanted
to keep the fall tradition alive for families,”
Volkers said.
Volker’s wife helped run Pumpkinland for
several years before it closed its doors last fall.
The couple considered buying Pumpkinland but
decided to open a new business that would carry
the same spirit. Shortly after, Fields of Fun
was born, operating under the simple mission
to provide the community with “wholesome
family fun.”

Besides offering the families of the Sioux
Center area a place to make fall memories,
Fields of Fun also offer activities that would
be of interest for the Dordt University students.
Every Friday and Saturday, Fields Coffee
carries a selection of smoothies and coffee,
and on Saturday mornings, pumpkin donuts are
available as an exclusive item to Fields of Fun.
Fields Coffee was designed with Dordt students
in mind and, during Defender Days, the coffee
shop plans to release a special Defender Drink
for that weekend.
Some Dordt students have already visited
Fields of Fun and have enjoyed the number of
activities available and the quality of the corn
maze itself.
“The maze was appropriately difficult and
challenging,” says sophomore, Hannah Adams.
“The whole family can have fun without getting
bored or frustrated.”
The maze, which is in the shape of the Fields
of Fun logo, offers a prize to those who find all
6 of the checkpoints scattered throughout the
paths.
Fields of Fun is open from 10am to 9pm
Tuesday through Thursday and from 10am to
12am on Fridays and Saturdays.
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Emi Stewart — Staff Writer

Northwest Iowa is no stranger to early
morning work: Feed the cows, collect the
eggs… slice the tomatoes? An addition to Sioux
Center’s 5:30 am activity has arrived with the
new Jimmy John’s in town.
“We take 6 hours to make a 30 second
sandwich,” said owner Houston Hartwig.
“Most people don’t know that we slice every
single thing fresh every single day.”
This routine isn’t new for Hartwig. In fact,
it’s a refreshing adjustment to his previous
schedule. For the past several years, Hartwig
has owned and operated his first Jimmy John’s
franchise located in Storm Lake, an hour and
half away from his hometown.
“I would sleep in the storage room,” said
Hartwig. “It was crazy, but it gave me the
opportunity to bring one to Sioux Center.”
Jimmy John’s Corporate wouldn’t even
consider Sioux Center as a location until
Hartwig became an existing franchisee. After
operating the Storm Lake site for five years, he
finally convinced the franchise scouts to visit
Sioux Center. According to Hartwig, it took
less than 30 minutes for them to make their
decision: this town could use more sandwiches.
September 30 marks five months since the
grand opening of the Sioux Center location.
Hartwig believes that the restaurant is off to a
great start. “We’re a solid 20-30% busier than I
expected, so we’re doing really well.”
Dordt students are generally excited to have
a new option in town when it comes to offcampus meals. Senior Graphic Design major
Felix Alcover recommends the #12 sandwich.
“The food is relatively cheap; it fits into a
college student’s budget.”
Others on campus see the price tag as a
definite set back. “I used to go a lot when I lived
in Sioux City… Either the prices have gone up,
or I forgot how expensive it was for what you’re

getting,” said Theatre Arts Administrative
Assistant Robin Suing. Purchasing sandwiches
for her whole family ran quite the tab, according
to Suing.
Lindsay Kuiper, a freshman, feels like it’s a
good trade. “It’s a very modest price for the
quality of food you’re getting,” said Kuiper.
“It’s not the most inexpensive thing I’ve ever
gotten, but it’s a good amount of food and I’m
happy about the prices.”
The 8-inch sandwiches available at Jimmy
John’s vary in price, ranging from $4.25 to
$8.95. Comparatively, Subway’s 12-inch subs
run anywhere between $5.50 and $8.95. When
broken down to length and price disparity, it
comes out to $0.53 - $1.12 versus $0.46 - $0.75
per inch, respectively.
While Jimmy John’s can be more costly than
its competition, it has convenience on its side.
The restaurant offers delivery services at 75
cents per sandwich. “I do like the app,” said
Suing. “You can order from your phone without
having to call anyone.”
Jimmy John’s is open every day of the week
from 10:30 am - 10:00 pm.
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Theatre Building: present
function, future plans
Zachary Dirksen and Emi Stewart — Staff Writers

Last spring’s construction adapted existing
spaces and produced a brand-new building,
one of which is temporarily serving as the
Theatre Arts Center. This building includes
faculty offices, a classroom, a scene shop, and
a versatile black box theatre.
Dr. Teresa Ter Haar, chair of the Theatre Arts
Department, believes that the building, although
temporary, is an improvement to the previous
facilities.
“I would absolutely call this a step up,” said
Ter Haar. “Theatre has a bright future here, and I
think this building is a testimony to that. Theatre
is expensive, it’s resource heavy, and Dordt is
not shying away from giving it the resources it
really needs.”
Sophomore Gerrit Van Dyk frequents the new
building for Directing and Acting classes.
“So far I really like it,” said Van Dyk. “I like
that we have natural light in here now, which I
think helps when in class. I feel like the natural
light is fuel, instead of being in the basement
like before.”
Senior Victoria Brander helped with the move
from the original theatre space in the classroom
building to the new center.
“It’s so lovely and it’s so nice, having a
bigger and nicer space created specifically for
theatre, rather than just being something that’s
renovated for theatre or changed for theatre,”
said Brander. “It’s all new and shiny, nice and
fancy!”
The new theatre building features many of
the same amenities that the original space did
while also featuring some all-new facilities: a
larger makeup room, a built-in sound booth in
the black box theatre, hallway display space

and an updated lighting capacity. The space in
the classroom building previously occupied by
the Theatre Arts Department is now home to the
Nursing Department. The new nursing space
also features updated amenities.
However, this new building will not always be
home to the Theatre Arts Department. There are
plans for the department to move to a new space
in the future. This space will be an addition to
the south end of the BJ Haan auditorium, which
will possibly aid in the development of the new
Musical Theatre major emphasis.
When Theatre Arts moves out, the Pro-Tech
program will move in to occupy the building.
Dr. Joel Sikkema serves on campus as both
an Associate Professor of Engineering and the
director of the Pro-Tech program. Although the
exact plans for how Pro-Tech will use the space
are yet to be determined, Sikkema believes the
ultimate goal is further collaboration between
departments.
“There’s a lot of forethought and a lot of
ingenuity that went into this,” said Sikkema.
“We’ve found a solution that meets a lot of
different program’s needs, and hopefully that
means that many different students are served.”
According to Ter Haar, the Theatre Arts Center
is a signal of Dordt’s priorities. “The building
itself speaks to the larger issue of support for
the arts,” said Ter Haar. “Dordt is throwing so
many resources into the arts broadly and theatre
specifically… they’re not cutting the theatre
program, which is happening at a lot of other
comparable schools.”
A dedication for the Theatre Arts Center will
be held in the new building on October 12, 2019
at 10:30 am. Free tickets are available on the
Dordt Theatre Arts Facebook page.
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Remembering David Temte
Alex Van Den Top — Staff Writer

A subdued crowd gathered together in the B.J.
Haan Auditorium on Wednesday to remember
and celebrate the life of David Temte. On June
24th, David and his twin brother Benjamin died
in a car accident on a Montana highway while
road-tripping out West.
Muffled murmurs filled the auditorium as
students and faculty filed into their seats to
observe, mourn, and pray with one another
during the service. As pictures of David flashed
across the projector screen, the audience fell
silent. A shaken Gary Temte took the stage after
seeing his two sons on the monitor.
“This might’ve been a mistake,” Gary
addressed the crowd with a smile, “But we’ll
get through it.” Some much-needed laughter
and smiles finally broke out across the pews.
Gary then gave testimonies about the two.
He shared the account of a camp counselor
who had worked closely with Benjamin. The
counselor spoke of Ben’s ability to bring joy
and inclusion to children with special needs.
He then went onto highlight a story from one
of David’s coworker at Starbucks. David had

always found a way to bring happiness to the
workplace and offer those around him support.
The impact and loss of David has sent
shockwaves of grief across Dordt University.
David’s bright and vibrant personality made
lots of friends and connected many people in
the community.
“He was guy who was very free with his
friendship,” reminisced Nate Wolf, Dordt’s
head cross country coach who recruited David
into the program, “And I think we need more
people like that. He was pretty free with the way
he loved.” He also highlighted David’s ability
to bridge the gaps between people, both in the
classroom and with cross-country teammates.
One particular moment that sticks out in Wolf’s
mind occurred the day before a meet. David had
tweaked his back and Wolf wasn’t impressed.
According to Wolf, he got on David’s case
about taking care of himself and making sure
he was there for his teammates. Although not
a particularly pleasant conversation, Wolf said
David ended things by hugging it out with his
coach and telling him he loved him. That was
David.
Among the people feeling his lost the heaviest

are David’s parents, eight siblings, and Mikaela
Van Soelen. Van Soelen had been close friends
with David for a year and a half. They dated for
five months.
“Every time I would hang out with him,
I knew I was going to smile,” Van Soelen
reflected, “He was so intentional with the way
he interacted with other people and making sure
other people felt loved.”
Mikaela added how complex David was as
a human being and how she had changed as
a person as their friendship developed. The
biggest thing that David taught her was how to
live and love in every single moment.
Gary and Kris Temte, although feeling
tremendous pain and loss, feel it is important
to share stories and keep in touch with the
community.
“It was mind-blowing news, but we were
doing fine as far as not being upset or mad,”
Gary said, “We wanted to share with others, we
ultimately realized we had time for friends and
neighbors to stop by. It was important for them
too.”
Anyone and everyone who knew David would

tell you he was all about living life passionately
and to its fullest potential. Tom Prinsen, David’s
public relations professor and mentor, reflected
on David’s impact and attitude. “He lived in the
real world…He was living his life in earnest.
He wasn’t waiting around.”

domain of our human existence over which
Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry,
Mine!”, it struck Baart that though this quote is
frequently used on Dordt’s campus, it is rarely
applied to prayer. Baart, alongside Campus
Ministries, created the prayer walk as an
opportunity to literally pray over every square
inch of campus.
“We wanted to create a positive experience
for everyone getting to participate and feel
empowered by it,” said Baart. “I wanted to
make it not look weird if you saw two people
praying in the middle of campus.”
Once the walk began, the rest of the event
unfolded organically, lasting as long as the
individual groups wanted to pray. Even some
students who weren’t at the B.J. Haan when
the event started joined their friends in the walk
across campus.
Bandstra enjoyed the more active participation
for students that the prayer walk offered in
place of the typical chapel structure. However,

she hopes in the future more consideration will
be taken for other spiritual-related events.
“I didn’t appreciate that it was all very closely
videoed and publicized afterward. It is really
cool to document and to see it… but I though
it subtracted from the original intent of going to
pray for a campus.”
Despite this, Bandstra says the experience was
a positive one and hopes Campus Ministries
does more activities like the prayer walk in the
future.
Beyond the initial impact of praying as a
community of students, Campus Ministries
wants the prayer walk to be just the beginning
of student engagement in prayer. This semester
will mark the beginning of prayer services on
the 2nd and 4th Fridays of each month to allow
for more opportunities to pray as a campus.
“I hope it just becomes a little more regular to
see people [in prayer],” said Baart, “If you do
something once it is a little less unfamiliar and
I hope it leads people to pray around campus.”
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A (prayer) walk together
Harrison Burns — Staff Writer

A summer breeze rustles the large trees
standing on Dordt University’s eastern edge.
Hundreds of students stand along the sidewalks
and grass behind the Southview and Covenant
apartment parking lots. The wall of bodies
stretches so far it is difficult to see from one end
of the line to the other.
The sudden blast of a cannon silences the buzz
of the crowd, echoing in the warm, humid air.
The mass of bodies begins marching westward
to scatter across campus. Some students gather
around trees. Others plant themselves in parking
lots. And still others surround and wander
through buildings, spreading into classrooms,
dorm rooms, and offices.
No, this isn’t a political rally or a massive
Pokémon Go convention. It is a prayer walk
commemorating the first chapel of the 2019-20
Dordt school year.
The Dean of Chapel, Aaron Baart,

announced the unadvertised prayer walk at
the start of chapel on Wednesday, August 28.
After explaining how prayer is one of Campus
Ministries’ main priorities this year, Baart
invited everyone sitting in the B.J. Haan to
join in the prayer walk that would serve as a
launching point for the year.
The unconventional chapel service was a
purposeful shift from past introductory chapels.
“We learn a lot I think, sometimes, when we are
jarred out of our comfort zone,” said Baart.
After the mass of students exited the B.J.
Haan and gathered on the east end of campus,
they were encouraged to find an area of campus
to pray over with their peers.
“It was cool to see all the places people went
to, like there was someone at the clocktower
and some people just standing with each other,”
said Erin Bandstra, a senior who attended the
walk.
Upon reflection of the Abraham Kuyper
quote, “There is not a square inch in the whole

Vos joins Pro-Tech faculty
Evangeline Colarossi — Staff Writer

With the growth of Dordt’s pro-tech program
comes new faculty. Dordt hired Dale Vos this
summer to teach and manage internships for the
Pro-Tech Agronomy program. He has worked in
a variety of places but has mainly been focused
in ministry and agriculture.
Vos spent most of his life in South-central
Iowa in the town of Sully, where he grew up
and began his own farm of livestock and crops.
He raised corn, soybeans, and hogs, which
led to his start in agriculture. Vos has been an
RCA pastor and his daughter attended Dordt,
so he’s familiar with the school. However, he
never expected to teach, let alone at Dordt. But
in 2009, he started his teaching career as an
adjunct professor for Lakeland University and
several community colleges in Wisconsin.
“It feels like drinking from a fire hose,” said
Vos, when asked about his transition to Dordt.
“The greatest and the most pleasant surprise has
been the collegiality. I’m new here, and people
have just come around me. Random people just
stop in my office and say, ‘how are you doing, is
there anything I can help you with, do you know
about this?’”
Vos was a late hire, only arriving on campus
August 1st. He had to move from Wisconsin
to Iowa while at the same time pulling
together class materials and preparing for the
approaching school year.
Partnering with pro-tech professor Spring
Dahl, Vos is co-teaching Intro to Farm
Operations Management and teaching Field

Crop Production Management. He also
instructs several agriculture labs and is in the
process of taking over the management of protech ag internships.
Vos believes that a combination of working
with internships and teaching classes will be a
positive thing for both the students and himself.
“I have a style of teaching, and that may not
fit every student,” Vos said. “It may not fit every
particular course as well as maybe another
person (teaching) might.”
The method of selecting internships is not
a simple process. Vos interviews each of the
perspective farms and businesses to see if they
fit the criteria that Dordt has in mind. Having
previously worked as a district sales manager,
Vos is used to the time-inclusive questions
and understands the importance of how these
internships affect students.
The top priority in identifying future
internship locations is based on the question
“how does this business see their place in the
world?” The difference lies between being a
businessperson who is willing to help a student
learn, and a person who sees their purpose to
live for God and being tasked by God to help
instruct these students along the way.
Vos attributes part of the welcoming attitude
he’s received so far to having lots of distant
family in the area. He does say that there is
more to it than family ties, though.
“Dordt University is different. Even though
I’m not from here, it’s like coming home.
There’s no other way for me to say it.

(cont. ) a summer of service
Continued from page 2
SoCal FCA Baseball as a member of the
SoCal Shepherds Collegiate Baseball Team.
I not only got a chance to play with other great
athletes from across the country, but I also got
to mentor younger players through four weeks
of baseball camp as their coach.
While mentoring, I also learned a lot from the
kids. They reminded me how God has called
us to find joy in a game that often becomes the
center and idol of our lives.
“Baseball is a great game, but it is not a great
God,” said SoCal FCA Baseball Director, Ben
Orr.
These words stuck with me the entire summer

as I stepped outside of my sense of normalcy
and served children with my team.
Our team had the opportunity to go to Mexico
to lay concrete at an orphanage. This experience
opened my eyes to how privileged I am to live
in the United States and have things like clean
water at my fingertips.
This summer is something that I am truly
grateful for. It built my faith, it stretched me,
and challenged me to push my limits.
Working a summer job or internship is
important but as many Dordt students can attest
to, taking a summer to serve God’s kingdom
can prepare and grow your faith in many ways.
I most definitely can say the same.

(cont.) let’s get political with
PPCI
Continued from page 2
students and the larger community to hear
from people they wouldn’t ordinarily get to hear
from and receive a valuable variety of expertise
on the political issues that affect us the most
today.
In addition to just talking about politics,
this conference also holds valuable teaching
moments for our worldview. The conference
prompts attendees to ask, “How can we achieve
this goal in a thoughtful, fair, and balanced

way?” Taylor hopes that the conference will
teach young people how to hold true to their
own passions and beliefs while also engaging
others with opposing views.
In our age of increased political and social
division, the conference creates an opportunity
for Christian scholars to engage others to work
together for the common good.
More information about this PPCI’s speakers
can be found on the Andreas Center website:
https://theandreascenter.org/ppci/.
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Hamilton is coming to town
Katie Ribbens — Staff Writer

The musical Hamilton proves that history
can be put into a performance of singing and
dancing. The groundbreaking musical will
finally be making a tour through the Midwest
and Hamilton will be showing in Omaha from
September 10 to September 29.
True to its namesake, Hamilton opens with
following young orphan, Alexander Hamilton,
on his journey to America at the start of the
Revolutionary War. The audience soon meets
the infamous Aaron Burr and the other Sons of
Liberty: John Laurens, Marquis de Lafayette,
and Hercules Mulligan. Lin-Manuel Miranda,
the creator of Hamilton, carefully weaves
internal conflict and romance that Hamilton
faces as he discovers the importance of family
in the midst of war.
The music beckons the audience across
uncharted territory as the founding fathers start
building the United States from the ground
up. Kara Jasper, a freshman at Dordt, says
that before Hamilton, she knew he was “an
important figure” and “kind of [knew] what his
time period was” but now has a much better
idea of his role in founding America.
Arguably, Elizabeth “Eliza” Schuyler,
Hamilton’s wife, plays an even greater role in
history. Eliza was a prominent member of the

Dutch Reformed Church and, in the musical,
she is a symbol of redemption. With his marital
infidelity and political aggression, Hamilton
often needs that redemption. In the song “It’s
Quiet Uptown,” Eliza’s words apply to a
bigger picture: “Grace too powerful to name…
forgiveness, can you imagine?”
While Hamilton boasts a large historical
perspective, the show also takes charge of the
theatrical arts. Lin-Manuel Miranda fills the
role of the character he wrote and lives the
music he created—music that crosses several
genres—from rap to opera. There is certainly a
satirical feel to much of the musical, especially
in the songs depicting the villain, King George
III.
One thing that especially sets Hamilton apart
from other musicals is the fact that there are
no speaking lines in the play; the entirety of
the story is conveyed through song. “Laurens’
Interlude,” a secret song that can only be seen in
the live performance, provides further incentive
to watch the show live.
Unsurprisingly, songs are easier to memorize
than textbook facts.
“We relate to stories way better than we
relate to ‘this fact’ and ‘this fact’” Jasper says.
“When we see human suffering, I feel like it’s
way more relatable than just reading about
it.” Hamilton ensures that history and politics

(cont.) Noah Clayberg
Continued from page 4
friends. It’s a good program on the rise,
showed a good vision for what their goals were,
and the smaller environment suited me better,”
he said. “I also appreciated their faith-centered
background.”
“It was exciting to see such a high-caliber
player come in to join the program,” said
running back Levi Schoonhoven. “He would be
able to make an impact right away. Everyone in
Iowa knew Noah Clayberg.”
Clayberg indeed made an instant impression.
During his first ever game at Dordt, he posted
154 yards (rushing and receiving) with 3 total
touchdowns.
Unfortunately, last season was cut short for
Clayberg after breaking his foot in just the
second game of the year. Additionally, he’s
battling through a recent concussion injury,
which he suffered in the first game of this
season.
“It’s been really disappointing,” said Clayberg.
“I’m just ready to get back out there, but I know
it’s been out of my control. I just have to keep a

teachers alike will be pleased as their students
can name random facts. How else would they
know that Hamilton wrote 51 of the Federalist
Papers? It is also incredibly handy—especially
during quizzes—that almost all of the key
battles of the Revolutionary War are embedded
in song lyrics. There’s even something here for
the English professors: Lin-Manuel Miranda
uses direct quotes from Macbeth in his song,
“Take A Break.”
Hamilton unites a multitude of themes into one
complex story. Many ambitious students will
identify with young college student Hamilton as
he seeks to “rise up” (“My Shot”) from amongst
the ranks. Parents will grieve with those onstage
as they lose innocent children in the horrors of
battle.
The story of brokenness and redemption will
no doubt pull the heartstrings of all the audience.
Jasper recommends Hamilton to “anyone
who likes music, and who likes stories. It’s an
experience…just watching theatre is amazing.”
The drive to Omaha is the perfect length to play
Hamilton in its entirety before appreciating the
performing genius in front of you. Even though
the tickets are expensive, Jasper asserts that
“these actors work so incredibly hard at what
they do. And they train so much, and they have
to pay for the facility. So, I guess it kind of
makes sense.” Students now have no excuse

to be bored on the weekends, nor do they have
due cause to complain of boredom.  Hamilton is
coming to town, and it is a must-see.
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Editor’s corner

positive mindset.”
Fortunately, though, Clayberg will be healthy
enough just in time to play this Saturday against
Morningside College.
The wait is over. Noah Clayberg is ready to
come back for a big sophomore campaign.

Erika Buiter and Emma Stoltzfus — Co-Chief
Editors

Every year, we make goals: New Year’s
resolutions, college aspirations, lists of hopes
and dreams and groceries and chores.
The Diamond is no different. As a publication,
we learn from previous years and make goals
for our future—and we wanted to share those
with you.
• Honesty. Journalism is all about reporting
the truth. It’s why newspapers cover both the
good and the bad—because life is multi-faceted,
and to stick to one side would be dishonest.
• Responsibility. We also believe in
reporting the truth, with love. We understand
that the truth is messy. The truth impacts people
in our community. So we will make every effort
to report the truth carefully, honestly, and with

respect for the people we impact.
• Transparency. This column is our effort to
be transparent with the Dordt community about
who we are, what we do, and what our values
are. We believe that honesty, responsibility, and
transparency result in a better publication.
Those are our three biggest goals. But we also
want our stories to be interesting, to reflect the
amazing community on our campus, and to give
our readers something to learn. After all, this is
a publication written by students, for students.
If you’re interested in joining our team of
reporters, or even just guest writing one article,
feel free to email us at diamond@dordt.edu!
Signing off for now,
Erika Buiter & Emma Stoltzfus, Co-Chief
Editors

Diamond Staff 2019-2020
Contributed Photo

Chief Editors:
Erika Buiter
Emma Stoltzfus

Copy Editors:
Harrison Burns
Tess Hemmila

Staff Writers:
Logan Aukes
Ben Boersma
Alicia Bonestroo
Layout Designer:
Sydney Brummel
Retasya Badudu
Evangeline Colarossi
Photography Editor: Zachary Dirksen
Luke Drooger
Sawyer Strelnieks
Lexi Eekhoff
Story Editor:
Allison Wordes

Kjerstin Hasselblad
Lauren Hoekstra
Haemi Kim
Lindsay Kuiper
Sam Landstra
Gretchen Lee
Juliana Martinez
Mike Martinez
Caleb Pollema
Kathryn Ribbens
Caleb Schreurs
Danielle Schultz
Yee Lim Shin

Spencer Short
Anthony Siegrist
Emi Stewart
Alex Van Den Top
Jaclyn Vander Waal
Connor Van Hulzen
Hannah Van Otterloo
Yage Wang
Staff Advisor:
Lee Pitts

(cont.) art galleries
Continued from page 5
space, specking out its advantages as well as
its challenges. The obvious benefit is that it is
centrally located and has frequent traffic. Some
of the trickier aspects include the dead spots,
fluctuating lighting from the skylights, and
pillars, which he referred to as “a hassle and a
half.”
Platter currently teaches ceramics and senior
seminar. Through senior seminar, he hopes to
make the gallery experience educational for
students. It is a way students can try out new
things and observe what works or doesn’t work
in a gallery space.
“This year I am looking forward to interacting
more with the art gallery,” senior Spanish and
graphic design major Emily Wicker said. “Our

senior art seminar class will be designing,
setting up, attending, or assisting with many
on-campus art exhibits this semester, and I am
excited for more experience working with art
pieces and understanding all the work that goes
into a show.”
Other students share an excitement for
this year in the art department, and what
opportunities being involved in a gallery could
present.
“I’m looking forward to not only creating
art, but also presenting it around campus and
seeing other students work as well,” said Olivia
Helmus, junior graphic design major. “It’s
inspiring to see how others work and to see
what they think is important enough to create
into something visual.”

